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Henry Yates, owner of, 
C loor Covering and, 
penes ri 
leading 


now being used in offices, mor- 
tuaries and many other places 
of business, even out of doors. 

Shags may be found thick. 
subdued or wild. Shags are 
available in nylon. wool, poly- 
ester and acrylics. One will 
find a great array of colors, 
from the deep solid tones to 
pastels or even multi-colored. 
Some of the area rugs are truly 
conversational designs. 

“For the ‘do-it-yourself 
‘crowd we now have Ozites shag 
caret tiles. These are ‘18x18 
square carpet tiles with an ex- 
clusive 3M bonding system over 
the entire foam rubber cushion 
back. These are available in 
eight dramatic colors including 
Maraschino, Champagne, Sun- 
lshine, Sea Foam, Mayan Gold, 
Blue Mist, Maize and Avocado. 
You can mix or match these 
tiles and they are ideal for any 
room in the home or commer- 
cial use.” 

Yates 


continued, “‘We now 


jhave the new acrilan Odyssey 
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Shags Ail tops in Sales 
At Yates Floor Covering 
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-!line by Monsanto. Mrs. Yates 
-jand I invite you to come in and 
| n the Arcade|see this new collection. It has 
at Southland, stated this week.|fade-resistant colors, resists 
“1970 finds the Shags still|crushing, easy to keep clean, 
che carpet and rug|iong wearing and goes with any 
fashion in arear, room size and|decor. 


“Another line we have for the 
‘do-it -yourselfers’ is Viking 
with a high density, rubber 
back that is permanently bond- 
ed. It does not need a separate 
carpet pad thereby saving lime, 
labor and money. One may sc- 
lect from 15 beautiful colors. 

“We feel.’ Yates continued, 
“that we have one of the largest 
and finest sample displays in 
this area. We have more than 
1.200 current rug samples to 
choos from. Some pecple may 


OVER 1.200 SAMPLES OF CARPET—Mr. and Mrs, Henry Yates, owners of Yates-Capps 
Floor Covering and Draperies, Southland, check some of the displays in their carpet depart- 
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p” your shag carpets. 


low, a firm that has been in the 
‘rug business for 144 years. We 
‘also carry a fine line of fine 
| carpets by Downs and Masland. 
“Yn our hard floor covering we 
jearry Congoleum, Armstrong 
and GAF lines. We are extreme- 
ly pleased with our new So- 
larian. Armstrong’s Mirabond. 
Solarian the sunny floor shines! 
without wax. The surface is 
nonporous so dirt remains on 
top of the floor where it can be 
wiped up easily. One should see 
the demonstration on the new 
Solarian floor before making a 
final decision. 

“We are extremely proud of 
our custom-made drapery de- 
partment. We feel that the 
proper selection of drapes 


Va kes - Capps Floor Cov 


should be made to complement 
your carpeting and furniture. 
We have hundreds of colors, 
fabrics and patterns plus hun- 
dred of books and samples to 
select from. 

“We can cusiom - make your| 


prefer Monarch which is an old drapes or top dressing, former- 
and well-known manufacturer||y called valances, in any length 
of fine carpets. Monarch has ajor width for any room in the 
carpet that is so tough, its fu-!house including walls in a pri- 
ture is unlimited. It is 100 per|/vate home, office, church, mo- 
cent nylon, electrostatically an-/tel, mortuary or wherever| 


chored on a polypropylene base.|drapes are needed. 


It has 20 million rugged fiber 
edges in every -square yard. 
The deeply sculptured surface 
is bonded to a resilient rubber 
back that needs no extra pad- 


ding and it too is available in 


15 colors and patterns. 
“We have carpets by Bige- 
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Wal Affairs File 


By Mary Jo Butts 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


BRAZIL — A little more than a 
year ago, Ann Walden’s Art Shop 
was in ashes. Today, her business 
is reopening under a new name, >, Ye 
Ole Masters. 

Following the December 1984 
fire that destroyed her shop at 20 
N. Meridian St., Walden said, “I'll 
start over because I love my work.” 

The fire was a major setback to 

Walden, who lost sentimental 
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items in the blaze. But true to her 
words, she reordered art supplies 
and temporarily began operations 
in a rented building. 

“Now we're back home,” she said. 

Ye Ole Masters, a new name at 
the old address, stems from a hand- 
lettered certificate lost in the fire. 
“I received that certificate for 
completing a course of study with 
Alfred Herzfeld in Germany. It was 
as precious to me as anything,” 
Walden said. 

Herzfeld, a well-known artist in 
Wiesbaden, taught Walden the old 
master’s technique of painting dur- 
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Brazil art-supply shop. 


fulfills 
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ing the 1970s when her husband 
was stationed there with the 
military. “Thats where I got the 
idea for the new name,” she said. 

Besides the usual art supplies, 
the shop will specialize in custom 
framing and matting, she said. Oil 
painting, woodcarving.§ and 
sketching classes for adults and 
children will -lso be available. 

Thirteen months after surveying 
the ruins of her shop, Walden is 
eager for a return to normal. 

“It’s been a long, hard haul, but 
I’m getting there,” she said. 
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ATTORNEY SAYS YELLOW CAB 
WON'T PAY JUDGMENT 
ocal lawyer Bob Duffy appoared at last 
mses Cla) 
d Iree t) 


week's Board of Works and Safety meeting 
to complain that Ray Feiler, owner of 
Yellow Cab Taxi Company, is not meeting 
terms of the city’s taxi ordinance. Duffy said 
he obtained a judgement against Yellow 
Cab in May, 1977, for $2,500 but has been 
unable to collect it. He said two other law- 
yers have similar uncollected judgments 
against the firm. 

Duffy said that the taxi ordinance re- 
quires adequate insurance coverage, proof 
of which must be on file at the BW&S, and 
that Yellow Cab has not complied with this 
and other specified terms of the ordinance. 
He notified the board that if another of his 
clients is hurt, he will also file against the 
board. 

Board members and Duffy agreed the or- 
dinance is illegal and unconstitutional. As 
reported here earlier, the board recently 
told Feiler the ordinance is unenforceable 
and illegal because it contains a misde- 
meanor clause no longer permissible under 
the new state code. 

Jim Smock, city attorney, agreed to write 
Foiler that he must maintain financial 
responsibility. He also said the city needs a 
new taxi ordinance, but he has not been 
able to find a councilman willing to sponsor 
one. 

Bill Jarvis, city councilman, told The 
Spectator he would be willing to introduce 
a fair ordinance. “No one has asked me to 
sponsor such an ordinance, but if they'd do 
a good job and go over it with me carefully, 
I'd probably present it,” Jarvis said. 

Meanwhile, Feiler said, “I can’t afford to 
pay $2,000 a yoar por cab to carry that kind 
of insurance. Tho federal government is 
giving everyone free vans that compete 
with me. and business is lousv.” 

“Only $300 damage was involved in the 
Duffy case. The award was too high. It was 
a default judgment because my attorney 
didn't show up,” Feiler said. He added that 
he is doing exactly what his insurance com- 
pany, Guarantee National, tells him to do. 
“The lawyers are just playing the insurance 
game. And the other two judgments Duffy 
referred to have not been filed,” Feiler said. 

Feiler is moving his cab operation to ava- 
cated service station at Thirteenth and 
Wabash. He has bought two houses behind 
the station, on the east side of 13th Street, 
and intends to demolish them to add to the 
space for taxis. The property is all zoned 
C-2. According to Feiler, this zoning 
classification includes service stations and 
therefore taxi operations. 

A spokesman for Area Planning said that 
taxi cabs should probably be located in 
C-5, under motor vehicle sales. However, 
that area is only from 3rd to 9th Streets, 
Ohio to Poplar, too limited an area, he said, 
for practicality. 
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Happy hatters 6.0.0... godt (wn 
Terre Haute couple start hatmaking’shop 


Look under “hats” in the yellow pages, 
and the pickings are slim. In fact, in the 
local GTE book there’s only one listing — 
ue Yellow Rose Hat Co. at 803 N. Fourth 

n phe eS e a 

Homer and Carol Furr just started 
theirshop last year after three years of 
training to become hatters. They 
concentrate mainly on making Western- 
style headgear, but they'll renovate and 
clean any style of hat. 

Proving the point, a somber black derby 
sat incongruously amidst some cowboy 
hats on the cleaning-and-repair shelf in 
their shop. 

While the Furrs basically make 
Western-style hats, they can also produce 
some stylish shapes for women. 

“Most ladies now go to a more stable 
style of hat, but with a fur hat, it’s 
versatile,” Mrs. Furr said. “You can put 
in any kind of crease, or you can put the 
brim down in Australian style.” 

Pressing one hat into a broad-brimmed 
Spanish look with a flat top, she wrapped 
scarves and ribbons around the crown to 
demonstrate different effects. “With a 
basic color [of hat], you can change the 
trim” to go with different outfits. 

Milliners use fabric or felt in hats, but 
for their work the Furrs use fur felt — 


more than 5 percent beaver fur mixed 
with rabbit. The felt is made from the 
underbelly of water animals and the 

backs of land animals, Mrs. Furr said. 

“Fur felt differs from every other fabric 
in that fur has microscopic barbs on it 
which allows the fur to interlock and 
twist when kneaded and manipulated in 
hot water and steam,” Mrs. Furr said. 
While woven fabrics can be torn in a 
straight line, fur felt cannot. 

Lining shelves on a wall are rows of 
wooden frames — the blocks and flanges 
used to make the hat’s basic shape and 
create a perfect fit for the head. Across 
the room are the steamer to clean the hat 
or dampen it for shaping, a sewing 
machine to apply the band, and work 
space to use the frames, an iron, and 
sandpaper. 

Yes, that’s right, sandpaper. It’s needed 
in the final stages of hatmaking to give 
the fur felt that velvety soft feel. 

But before hatmaking begins at the 
Yellow Rose, the basic hat shape is 
created at the factory. Fur for a hat is 
weighed and blown into a chamber, then 
sucked into a cone 3 feet high. After being 
wrapped in burlap and-submerged in hot 
water, the flimsy fur shape is removed 
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from the cone and rolled on rollers to 
interlock the fur barbs. 

When the product arrives at the Yellow 
Rose, it resembles a 10-gallon hat with a 
flat brim and a thick, rough texture. Once 
a customer puts in an order, the fur felt 
is sized, wet and ironed on a block to 
smooth down the felt in the crown. Then © 
it’s put in a flange — a frame that allows 
the crown to be stretched and fitted to the 
customer’s size, while at the same time 
permitting the brim to be ironed. 

Furr said the shop has stretchers to 
adjust the hat to in-between sizes. “If it’s 
a good hat, it can be stretched or shrunk,” 
he said. 

Because the process takes out the fur’s 
natural oils, the hat is also greased. And 
if the customer wants a particular color, 
powder will be worked into the felt. 
Sandpaper is used to “rag” the felt, 
smoothing it out. But although soft to the 
touch, the hat is strong and sturdy. 

Once the band is sewn on the outside 
and the sheepskin sweatband and lining 
on the inside, the hat is ready to go. 

The Furrs said they are available for 
demonstrations at schools or for other 
organizations. 

— Donna Christenberry 
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SWEEPING CHIMNEY — Vic Burkle of Ye Towne and Country 


Chimney Sweeps is a local professional chimney sweep. 
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Professional chimney sweep 
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keeps chimney, fireplace safe 


Fireplaces and wood- 
burning stoves have 
greatly increased in pop- 
ularity, especially these 
past two winters. Their 
increased use also in- 
creases the chances of 
chimney or flue fires. 
Burning at temperatures 
up to 3000 degrees F., 
this is one of the most 
dangerous types of fire. 

Ye Towne & Country 
Chimney Sweeps is a 
professional cleaning 
and maintenance estab- 
lishment that can help 
individuals with fire- 
places and wood-burning 
stoves decrease their 
danger risk 

Vic Burkle is a trained 
chimney sweep, com- 
plete with proper attire, 
who will inspect your 
chimney for any defects, 
check for cleaning and, 
if cleaning is called for, 
complete the job in a 
very short time. 

Burkle uses equip- 
ment from Black Magic 
including brooms and 
vacuum system. The 
fireplace is sealed off 
while the chimney sweep 
works so that no dust or 
residue feeds back into 
your home. The chimney 
system is then cleaned 
out from top to bottom. 

Should a problem in 
structure exist, Burkle 


can set up an appoint- 
ment for repairs. 

Burkle points out the 
importance of proper 
fireplace maintenance. 
For instance, unless it is 
properly dampered, not 
only will heat escape in 
winter, but the cool air 
provided by an air condi- 
tioning system can be 
sucked out in summer. 

In keeping with the 
true chimney sweep 
tradition. Burkle wears 
the historic attire of the 
job. He notes that in 18th 
century Europe chimney 
sweeps were so poor that 
they took the discarded 
uniforms of the under- 
taker — thus the top hat 
and coat with tails cos- 
tume of the chimney 
sweep. 

It was law in 18th cen- 
tury Europe to have 
chimneys cleaned twice 
a year and although no 
such law exists here, 
Burkle does suggest a 
yearly inspection. He 
also offers the following 
tips to enable fireplace 
users to run their own 
inspection 

e Check to see if it is 
drafting properly If 
smoke is returning into 
room, it should be in- 
spected for defects and 
cleaning. a 
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e Small stains around 
the fireplace structure 
may indicate a smoke 
leak and should be in- 
spected immediately. 

He suggests to prevent 
creosote build-up, use 
only dry and seasoned 
wood and no type of 
starter fluid. 

Licensed and insured 
by the city, Ye Towne & 
Country Chimney 
Sweeps is open Monday 
through Friday 7:30 am 
to 4:30 pm, Saturday 
7 30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
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*_ S “The customers are already 
Or unity ile there,” Davis said, citing York’s 
a fe EW established wholesale/retail 


“At its height in 1978, the store 
mployed 15 people. Currently five, 


network. Dealers who buy from 
e York make up a wholesale market 
EA stors pains area extending from Lafayette to 
he north, Jasper to the south, 
IF) Ts SEP 1 7 i984. Columbus to the east, and Ef- 
York Wond st laste, 619 am, Ill., to the west. Schools, 
abash Ave., is looking for itals and auto dealers are 
good, investors. ong the store’s customers. 
= Tf not, the store could close’ a tetail advertising directed at the 
end of the month. ral public since 1975 has 
» Store manager Mike Da racted a “good following of 
plained that the parent company tomers” to the store, Davis said. 
the Midwest chain dec at was the year York moved to 
bankruptcy in May and he bash Avenue from its location at 
tempted financial reorganizatio and Ohio Streets, where it 
' However, continuing problems re been since buying out the 
Sedi in a management decisic ully-owned Terre Haute Radio in 
the local store along w 8. Retail sales assumed a larger 
Sigther of York’s four remaining at the new location. 
stores. mhi etail and wholesale sales have 
Thats when Davis, road ligher gross margins than 
salesman Carl Thompson the esale only,” said Davis. 
er remaining employees. n- vis and Thompson have writ- 
barked on a campaign to see commitments from their sup- 
3 investors to keep the wholesale and pliers that they will continue to be 
electronics firm going as an d if the store continues as an 
independent concern. wy os endent operation. 
“We're open to all possibilities rk stocks electronic parts, 
ont ore aca ineng " 
id. He declined to say exact i 
how much was needed, only pak he 
options were being explored. 
. Davis‘and Thompson have been i 
talking to people and cluding Davis and Thompson, 
prepared an analysis of the at work in the store. 
ness for perusal by potential in he York chain once included 13 
vestors. Davis has 16 years stores before financial difficulties 
mce as a store manager and hit the company. Most of those 
ye ee has 23 as a road were in Illinois. 
salesman. 
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Egbellans Service Shop 
at York World of Electrgnics 


York World of Elec- 
tronics, 1612 Wabash, is 
your electronics head- 
quarters for parts and 
accessories. Primarily a 
wholesale distributor for 
parts, this eastside firm 
also sells home and auto 
stereos, scanners, CB ra- 
dios, microwave ovens, 
ete. 

The Terre Haute loca- 
tion of York is just one of 
an organization of 13 
stores. Mike Davis took 
over management of the 
distributorship in No- 
vember, 1978 and is in the 
process af re-vamping 


the store’s interior to bet- 


ter serve the clientele. 
Service Department 
York World of Elec- 
tronics takes great pride 
in its own Service De- 
partment, which is 
staffed by two full-time, 
experienced technicians. 
Wiley Wenger and Dennis 
Deplanty are licensed b 
both the State of Indiana 


and the Federal Com-, 


munications Commission 
(FCC). 

The firm established 
its own service shop in 
July 1976 and has 
equipped it with the 
latest test equipment. 

All service work at 
Yorkis done on a carry-in 
basis and they service 
primarily what they sell. 
As time allows, the tech- 
nicians will also service 
selected outof-warranty 
equipment purchased 
elsewhere. 

Their repairs are cen- 
tered mainly on audio 
equipment -- home and 


a 
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auto stereos, CB radios, 
scanners and microwave 
ovens. They stock a large 
supply of parts which al- 
lows most repairs to be 
completed in a week’s 
time. 

When an item is being 
serviced by York's highly 
qualified technicians, 
they not only check the 
defective area, but also 
look into all major specif- 
ications and restore the 
piece to original factory 
specifications. They take 

ride in doing the ‘‘ex- 
tras” rather than just the 
minimum, 

York is the warranty 
station for Sunbeam mi- 
crowave ovens and they 
also service Motorola, 
Sanyo, and Clarion auto 
radios. 

Their CB service in- 
cludes most major 
brands plus the intricate 
single side band equip- 


y ment. 
Major brands of audio 


- EXPERIENCED, LICENSED TECHNICIANS - Dennis Deplanty and Wiley 
Wenger are the highly qualified servicemen in York World of Electronics 
Service Department. Located at 1612 Wabash Ave., they maintain the latest in 
test equipment to assure you of a professional repair. 


equipment serviced by 
York include: Akai, 
Fisher, Kenwood, Pan- 
asonic, Pioneer, Sansui, 
RCA, Garrard, Dual, 
Sharp, Optonica, Phase 
Linear, and more. 

York offers tours of 
their service shop to in- 
terested individuals or 
groups. Appointments 
are not always necessary 
unless a large number of 
persons are involved. 

The entire staff of 
York World of Elec- 
tronics 
edgeable persons, taking 
pride in their businesses 


are knowl- | 


— a pride that shows in | 


all phases of their opera- 
tion. 

The firm’s hours are 8 
am to 5 pm Monday 
through Thursday and 
Saturday; Friday, 8 am 
to 8 pm and closed Sun- 
day. 
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c s Yogurt shop at 11 S. 
Seventh St. may have dished i 
“g agr fotog of frozen yogurt last 
week — unless some 

lock, stock and. awest:to Male 
. Ts DEC 1 pR Yona 
moving to the Big Apple,” said 
Patricia Harris, who owns the 
business with Charles A. Brown of 
Indianapolis. Harris, an Indiana 
State University graduate whose 
degree is in psychology, wants to go 
back home to Long Island, N.Y., 
and open another Yummy’s Yogurt 
shop in Dix Hills, Long Island. 

When she’s not dipping out 
yogurt, Harris plans to work on a 
master’s in psychology at Columbia 
University. 

“Tell everyone goodbye,” she said 
Tuesday. “It’s been fun and I’m 
going to miss many of my 
customers.” 

Harris came here from the East 
Coast to attend ISU, not foreseeing 
that she would stick around and 
start a business. She said there's 
only one Yummy’s Yogurt — it isn’t 
a franchise as some suspect. 

Harris also said there are four 
trained workers who would.like to 


stay employed at the place, ——— 
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BY NED JENISON 
Beacon-News Staff 


The name came down 
from the Central Electronics 
plant a few weeks ago, but 
memories will linger on. 

This is the final week for 
the Zenith manufacturing 
facility in Paris, after more 
than two decades as a 
keystone in the local in- 
dustrial economy. 

The huge modern 
manufacturing building will 
be 97,000 square feet of 
empty, echoing space late 
today when the last equip- 
ment is scheduled to leave. 
The final day of business for 
Central Electronics as an 
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operation of Zenith is 
Thursday, according to the 
firm’s final plant manager 
for its Paris facility, Dorothy 
Hess. 

After Zenith will 
provide “‘mothball”’ 
supervision for the next few 
weeks with a maintenance 
worker and around-the-clock 


that 


plant guards until the 
property's new owner, 
Conomet, Inc., arrives to 


take possession anticipated , 


on or about July 11. 

This past week the final 17 
employees worked to pack 
up the last manufacturing 
lines and office equipment to 
be distributed to various 
Zenith operations including 


= ee ree ages) 7S 
ihe major Taen 
manufacturing plants in 
northern Mexico. 
Appropriately the huge 
identifying “Zenith” 
logotype and name iden- 
tification, visible for more 
than 20 years on the Central 
Electronics building, went 
south of the border and will 
reappear on Zenith plants at 
Aqua Prieta, across the 
border from Douglas, Ariz., 
and at the Reynosa, Mexico 
plant. For the former Paris 
plant employees now 
relocated at these 
operations, and for long-time 
plant manager Lou Scinto 
now retired at nearby 
McAllen, Tex., they may 


i 


THE START— The first two Zenith employees in Paris, Dolores Pollinger, left, and 
Dorothy Hess, with the first supervisory personnel from Chicago, stand in the Bibo 
Building pilot plant late in 1960 with the first Zenith products manufactured in Paris 


—two small table radios and one television component assembly. 
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FROM LINE OPERATOR TO PLANT MANAGER, Dorothy Hess has helped direct 


the start-up, 


“zenith” and final closing down of the Central Electronics plant in 


Paris. Seated at her desk in a nearly-empty office this week she helps prepare the 
plant for transition to its new owners. In the background is a nostalgic momento, 
the last table radio model manufactured by Zenith. 


THE START—Snow covered the ground during the 
winter of 1960-61 as steel framework was erected for 
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THE END—The Zenith name Shae came bry ro) athe 
walls are bare, as is the parking lot. The Zenith plant 
at Grandview and Route 133 awaits the arrival of its 


see 


the Eagle-Picher 


new 
buildings division in Paris on 
a tract of land just west of 
the highway complex. 


year 
Blessing Company 
construction of its soft ice 


a) 
45 


bring a touch of nostalgia! 
the cornfields of Ed# 
County. 
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Zenith To Build Factor, 
Paris...500 From Area } 
Get Jobs When Finished 

These were the Beacol 
News headlines Sept. 3, 1 

announcing to the Pail 

community the latest @ 
dition to the 

“industrial park.” j 

The announcement Wa 

made by Joseph Wright, E 

President and General 

Manager of the Zenith Radio 

Corp. with headquarters? 

Chicago, as part of a 

overall $7.5 million “| 

pansion program authorizea 
in 1959 by the corporation's 

board of directors. A 

The project was & 
thusiasticly welcomed Dy 
both community and cit} 
leaders and by Zeniti 
management which har 
been meeting with city ant 
Chamber of Commerce 
representatives for 2 
number of months. 4 

Mr. Wright paid tribute to 
the work of local civic 
leaders Paxson Link, Ray 
Bishop and Justice George 
Bristow, who served as the 
industrial development 
committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce. ‘‘Their efforts 
were largely responsible for 
Zenith’s choice of the Paris 
location,” Wright stated. ` 

The modern manufac- 
turing facility of nearly 
100,000 square feet was to 
locate on a 30-acre tract at 
the corner of Grandview and 
Route 133 in what was 
rapidly becoming the city’s 
“industrial park. f 

The fall of 1960 was the 
“golden age” of industrial 
expansion and economic 
development not only in 
Paris but across much of the 
United States. 

Just a week earlier, Gov- 


William Stratton had been in 
Paris to dedicate the new 


District Five highway 
complex for the Hlinois 
Department of Tran- 


sporation, insuring that this 
valuable state agency would 


emain in Paris. 

And a few months earlier, 
Oory: 
nnounced it would locate its 
“Lusterlite’’ steel 


Then Zenith arrived, and a 
later the Bastian- 
began 


cream vending and com- 
mercial food service 
equipment plant. 

In a few short years the 
surge in industrial expansion 
was dampened by the ad- 
verse effects of inflation at 
home and massive com- 
petition overseas. But at the 
time, the future shown bright 
for local payrolls. 

The Zenith announcement 
anticipated a work force of 
500 in the new plant, which 
would make it the largest 
employer in the Edgar 
County area, and the cont 
pany pointed out the new 
plant would be designed ‘to 
be enlarged several times.” 

Although the plant itself 
never expanded, the peak 
work force was more thal 
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the 94,000-square-foot Zenith 


plant. 
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brication. 


THE FIRST PRODUCTION LINE set_up in the new 
Central Electronics plant in 1961 was in operation 


BEACON-NEWS, Paris, Illinois, Wednesday, June 27, 1984 
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THE LAST LINE to be disassembled was prepared 
last week for shipment back to the Mexican 


double the initial projection. 
Early the week after the 


official announcement, 
Zenith’s Chicago general 
works manager Fred 


Hedblom, and main plant 
manager Joe Seminatore 
arrived to start up a “pilot 
plant” in the Bibo garage 
building on West Court 
street. This would be the 
training ground for future 
key production people who 
were to learn electronics 
assembly skills while the 
new plant was under con- 
struction through the winter 
and spring of 1961. 

Job applications were 
opened at the Chamber of 
Commerce office on West 
Wood street. Delores 
Pollinger was the first local 
person hired for the office 
staff. Wes Stewart was hired 
for maintenance and 
Dorothy Hess was the first 
production person on the 
payroll. 
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“GLENVIEW, Ill. April 6, 
1983— Zenith Radio Cor- 
poration announced today 
that manufacturing 
operations at its Paris, 
Ilinois facility will be closed 
down at the end of 1983.” 

That announcement 
published more than a year 
ago made official rumors 
which had circulated 
throughout the community 
for months— Zenith was 
Closing! 

The announcement simply 
Pointed out “After an ex- 
tensive study of the most 
cost-effective use of all of of 
our facilities, including the 
Paris operation, we have 
reluctantly concluded that 


f continued operation of the 


Paris plant is not 
economically feasible.” 

At the time, employment 
was around 600. 

The initial reaction, un- 
derstandably, was a com- 
bination of shock and 
resentment, and for many 
families, fear for the future. 

Plant layoffs had been 
common throughout the 
area, particularly in the 
more industrialized centers 
of Danville and Terre Haute, 


reflecting the slow economy 
of the early 1980s. 

Even today, no one 
welcomes the final days of 
Central Electronics. But the 
first outbursts of resentment 
have pretty much faded 
away, believes plant 
manager Dorothy Hess. The 
overall memory of Zenith in 
Paris will be positive. 

Part of the improved 
emotional environment has 
come from the efforts made 
by Zenith management to 
make the closing as easy as 
possible for plant employees 
by offering transfer when 
possible, and by assisting 
with retraining programs 


and registration for 
unemployment compens- 
ation. 


Fourteen management or 
supervisory personnel have 
moved to other Zenith 
operations in Chicago, at the 
Springfield, Mo. 
plant, or to the Arizona- 
Northern Mexico 
manufacturing facilities. 

Actually, operation of the 
Paris plant continued a half- 
year longer than initially 
planned, giving some a faint 
hope that the company had 
changed its mind. 

An underlying reason for 
long-term positive feelings 
between Zenith and Paris is 
the fact that Zenith has been 
an excellent corporate 
member of the community, 
Mrs. Hess points out. 

Particularly under the 
encouragement of long-time 
plant manager Lou Scinto, 
Zenith and Central Elec- 
tronics personnel were 
active in Boy Scouts, the 
hospital and YMCA building 
campaigns, the Red Cross, 
offering contracts to the 
Human Resources Center 
workshop, and providing 
major support for the United 
Way campaign. 

But more important, 
Central Electronics provided 
payrolls and good employee 
benefits for families 
throughout east-central 
Illinois and the western edge 
of Indiana. 

“When Danville Jacket 
Factory closed, we were able 
to offer employment for a 
number of those women,” 
Mrs. Hess recalls. ‘When 
the broom factory closed, we 
again picked up some of 
their employees. 

“My only hope (when the 
announcement came that the 
plant was to close) was that 
somehow we might keep the 
plant open, or at least keep it 
open until a new company 
could take the plant over. I 
hated the thought of the 
building standing empty.” 

Now it appears that, to 
some extent, Conomet may 
be able to continue the 
corporate cooperation with 


the Paris community. 
Conomet officials have 
announced their first 


assembly . 


Set 
rrwes 


even before screens were on the windows, or the 
final concrete had been poured on the factory floor. 


production plants opened by Zenith after overseas 
competition forced a change in company policy start- 


ing in 1977. 


LOU SCINTO, who served 15 years as Central Elec- 
tronics plant manager in Paris, is pictured seated at 
his new desk in the new plant during an open house 
in the spring of 1961. 


priority where possible will 
be to offer employment to 
the former Zenith personnel. 

“Conomet officials who 
visited the Paris plant last 
month were very impressed 
with the work force,” 
reported John Piper, co- 
chairman of the city’s 
economic development 
commission and coor- 
dinating local assistance to 
the new industry. “Up to that 
time they apparently had not 
given much consideration to 
employment of women. But 
they saw the quality of the 
work force here, and 1 think 
that changed their minds.” 
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The most senior employee 
of Central Electronics 
almost didn’t apply for a job. 
But there was this new 
couch... 

A friend asked Dorothy 
Hess to give her a ride to the 


Chamber of Comnmerce 
office when employment 
applications opened in 


September, 1960, for the new 
Central Electronics plant. 

“When we got there. I 
wasn't going to fill one out, 
but the girl at the desk 
handed us both an ap- 
plication and urged me to 
complete it.” 

With school-age children 
at home and already holding 
a part-time job, she ‘wasn’t 
much interested”’ but turned 
in the application. A few 
days later she was called for 
an interview with Joe 
Seminatore who had arrived 


to organize the pilot plant. 

“I told him I'd think it 
over, that I had to check with 
my husband. But there was 
this black sectional couch I 
had my eye on at Link’s. I 
thought if I worked a few 
months I could buy that 
couch.” With arrangements 
made through a nearby 
friend to watch the children, 
she arrived at the Bibo 
building early in October for 
her first day, a day that 
stretched into 23 years, eight 
months and from line 
assembly worker to plant 
manager. 

“Walter Grannick was the 
first plant manager. and our 
first training product was 
assembly of small table 
radios. I worked on the line 
for two days at $1.02 an hour: 
and got my first promotion 
at the end of the week to $1.12 


.an hour training as a line 


supervisor.” 

For the next 23 years 
Dorothy Hess provided 
supervisory and 


management talent for the 
plant, but I never dreamed 
during all that time that 
someday I would become 
plant manager- particularly 
the final plant manager. 
“But if I had to go back 
and pick a career, I wouldn't 
have changed a thing. This 
has been the most satisfying 
work I could ever imagine,” 
Mrs. Hess summed up. “It’s 
the friendships that will be 
the enduring memory, the 
people .we've met and 
worked with both here and in 
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Tayre Store:, 
Here Nearing 
Completion" * 


The Zayre Depa Store, 
under construction here, ts near- 
ing completion with a P rel] 
‘opening date set for Nov. 23. 
Milton Levy, Zayre senior 
| vice president in charge of real: 
‘estate, said the store will be 
‘ready for opening at the height 
lof the winter shopping season.: 
The new Zayre unit is located 
lon Dixie Bee Road (U. S. 41) just | 
south of I-70. 


Representatives of the Zayrel 
Personnel Division are in the] 
local area to interview hundreds| 
_of applicants for the positions at 
‘the store. From now until the 
time the store opens, the locally || 
hired staff will undergo an in-] 
tensive period of training and’ 
familiarization with the Zayre 
oncept for modern discount de-; 
artment shopping. 
| Truckloads of fresh merch- 
‘andise are en route to this Zayre| 
store from the company’s dis- 
tribution centers around the 
country. In addition to a wide 
array of clothing and supplies 
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during the grand opening sale, 
jthis Zayre store will feature the 
latest in winter apparel fashions 
for the entire family as well as 
jshoes, health and beauty aids,; 
Leopliances: hardware, house-| 
jwares, domestics, fabrics, spott- 
ing goods, photographic equip- 
ment and automotive supplies. 
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Bakes Tuesday it “will attempt to 
open a new Woolco store in Terre 
Haute next spring. 

Woolworth’s is presently negotiat- 
ing with representatives of Zayre 
with the intent of taking over the 
building now occupied by Zayre at 
3500 Dixie Bee Road. 

Harold Sells, associated with 
Woolworth’s New York City cor- 
porate offices, said his company was 
making ‘‘a real estate deal’’ with the 
Zayre representatives. Woolco will 
not buy any Zayre inventory and will 
likely remodel the building if the deal 
is completed. 

Woolworth’s did not say any 
employing preference might be ex- 
tended to Zayre employees, but Sells 
did say he was “sure, if they're 
qualified, they'll be given every con- 
sideration.” 

The local Zayre store manager said 
he could not comment on the matter 
and would not confirm if the store 
employees had been informed of the 
imminent closing of the store. 

Attempts to reach Zayre represen- 
tatives at corporate headquarters in 
Framingham, Mass., were unsuc- 
cessful. 
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It Was A Happier Day... 


When Zenith Came To Town: 22 Years Ago 


By NED JENISON 
Beacon-News Staff 
Lou Scinto drove down 
Route One into Paris 22 
years ago last fall to help 
deliver the birth of a new 
industry for the com- 
munity—Central Electro- 
nics. 
For 15 years he guided it 
from infancy to become the 


Major employer in east- 
central Illinois. 
Wednesday Scinto 


returned to deliver the 
funeral oration to 600 em- 
ployees at the still-modern 
electronics facility on the 
city’s southwest corner. 

It was an assignment, the 
former plant manager and 
CE vice president stated, 
that should not have hap- 
pened if the federal govern- 
ment had provided at least 
“equal protection’ for the 
domestic television 
manufacturing industry 
against overseas com- 
petition. 

But it was an assignment, 
unpleasant as it obviously 
was, that Scinto did not 
dodge. Many of the! em- 
ployees and supervisors 
were friends from his 
previous service here, and 
bad news sometimes comes 
easier from a friend than 
from an impersonal cor- 
porate office on the outskirts 
of Chicago. 

In the midst of Wednesday 
evening’s depressing an- 
nouncement that Central 
Electroncis would close as of - 
the end of this calendar year, 
and the start of unfortunate 
but necessary arrangments 
to relocate 


state 


operations from Paris. to 
other Zenith facilities, it was 
only human to recall happier 
times and the excitement of 
the plant opening. 

The loss of an industry, or 
the loss of a friend, is not a 
happy time. But it can be 
tempered by at least 
recalling the ‘‘good times” of 
the past. There have been, 
after all, 22 years of 
production, employment, 
and payrolls in Paris that did 
not exist until the Zenith 
Radio Corp. president 
Joseph Wright made his 
announcement on Sept. 3, 
1960 that Zenith had acquired 
a 30-acre site in Paris on 
which a new 100,000-square- 
foot factory would rise. 

Just as rumors have 
floated throughout the 
community in recent months 
over the future of Central 
Electronics, rumors had 
sparked through Paris that 
fall of “another major in- 
dustry.” 

It was an exciting and 
growing period for Paris, 
reflecting the national 
economy just as events this 
week still reflect the state of 
the economy and the elec- 
tronics industry. 

In the fall of 1960 Paris’ 
“industrial park” was fast 
taking shape. The new 
Lusterlite plant was under 
construction just west of the 
“new” Illinois District Five 
highway facilities. 
Soon another new factory, 
the Bastian-Blessing Co., 
would also build a plant. 


generous enou; | com- 
ment “If we hac ked 20 
y have 


The city was at’ ont 
building its “third lake”, and 
purchased the old Logan 
Lumber Co. property as new 
home for city offices. 

The Edgar County Farm 
Bureau was ready to move 
into its new home. The first 
section of the new Interstate 
Highway system in this area 
was opened between 
Champaign and Danville. 
And the Pittsburgh Pirates 
won their first world series 
in 35 years. 

This was the scene that 
greeted Zenith officials when 
they arrived to develop a 
“pilot plant’ in the ‘‘Bibo 
Building? on West Court 
street, and Lou Scinto when 
he arrived with personnel 
manager Fred Gherke to 
operate it. 

Behind the scenes, credit 
for successful location of the 
Zenith subsidiary in Paris 
was paid to three significant 
community leaders of the 
time—Paxson Link, the late 
Justice George Bristow of 
the Ilinois Supreme Court; 
and the late K. R. Bishop. 

They worked with Zenith 
general works manager 
Fred Hedblom who con- 
ducted a two-year _ site 
selection search and was 


years. we couldn't 
found a better place than — 

$4 39 t 
Paris. ba 


Joe Seminatore, a small 
but peppery Zenith plant 
manager, was first on the 
scene to get the pilot plant 
set up. Actual production 
started Oct. 24 and Scinto 
and the “original 16” who 
were the first hired turned a 
converted garage into a 
genuine production facility, 
making Zenith table radios. 

That plant set the tone for 
quality of employees and 
quality of work for which 


Central Electronics was 
noted throughout its 22 
years. “We made positive 


contributions to Zenith since 
we started,” Scinto stated 
Thursday. ‘‘Even at that 
pilot plant, where training 
was the first priority, we 
ended up by turning out 1,200 
radios a day to ship to 
Chicago.” 

Even though he often 
wound up working 18 hour 
days, Scinto recalled the 
start-up months as ‘“‘some of 
the best days of my career 
with Zenith...and that’s 
going to be 47 years in just a 
short time.” 

Ground was broken for the 
new plant in early 
November, and Central 
Electonics moved into its 
new home the next June 
“even though the office 
wasn’t finished, the windows 


_ weren't installed, and it was 


hard to tell construction 
workers from plant em- 


ployees.”’ 
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Zenith’s announced goal 
was a.work force of 500. But 
by the early 1970s it had 
grown to over 1,100 working 
three shifts. It looked like 
happy days would be here 


forever. But even then 
corporate clouds were 
gathering, blown by 


economic winds over which 
the local plant had no direct 
control. 

In the 1960s, television was 
the “glamor industry” in the 
electronics field. And both 
domestic, and foreign 
manufacturers jumped in, 
in full4orce. ge r 

Zenith continued to 
maintain its commanding 
share of the market, but.saw 
competition nibble away 
profit margains on each uni 
produced. “Remember, 
back then $500 would buy you 
a black and white console.” 

“Today, Scinto pointed out, 

“$500 buys you a 

sophisticated color console 

with a variety of options and 
picture quality undreamed 
of just a few years ago. And 


the only way you can offer — 


that product is to reduce 
production costs every way 
possible.” 

In other words, “when 
your competition goes off- 
shore, you have to follow.” 

This is not the first crisis 


for the Paris plant. Six years” 


‘ago Scinto recalls “I almost 
had to 
‘nouncement then.” 


make the an- 


‘In 1977, the Zenith Radi 


Corp. announced if the 


federal government did not 
take action to curb overseas 
incursion into the U. S. 


television market, it would 


be forced to close nearly all 
of its domestic production 
plants. i 

Central Electronics had 
about 1,100 on the work 
force, most of them in 
straight production 
assembly line. work. 

Zenith did reduce its 
domestic work force by some 
5,500 employees—700 
ultimately lost jobs in Paris. 
But Central Electronics 
remained open, and ‘‘bot- 
tomed: out? at around 350 
workers. Paris was more 
fortunate than plants in Iowa 
and Pennsylvania where 
facilities were closed at that 
time. > 

Where did the jobs go? 
Mostly to Mexico, just across 
the border from Brownsville, 
Tex. Starting 12 years ago 
Zenith began to acquire and 
develop new production 
facilities south of the border, 
to meet competitive moves 


by both domestic 
manufacturers and overseas 
imports. 


Lou Scinto left Central 
Electronics at the end of 1975 
to become operations 
manager for a Chicago 
Zenith plant while still 
retaining supervisory 
responsibility for ‘‘plant 7” 
otherwise known as Central 
‘Electronics. 

But verv soon Zenith 


| coorporate officials sent him 


i south, perhaps in recognition 
-of the enviable track record 
achieved by CE. i 

“I really didn’t want to live 
in southern Texas,” Scinto 
admits, and at first en- 
visioned managing the 
Mexican facilities on a 
commuting basis from 
Chicago. “I very quickly 
knew that wouldn’t work. I 
told my wife we had to make 
a decision—retire or move to 
Texas. She very correctly 
questioned what I’d do if I 
retired, so we moved to 
Texas.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Scinto now 
take their home at McAllen, 
Tex., where he serves as 
director of the components 
manufacturing facilities 
located in six plants in north- 
western Mexico, primarily 
in Matamoros and Reynosa. 
At present the plants employ 
some 10,000 workers, 
producing color television 
components which are given 
final assembly in the United 
States into finished TV sets. 

Some of the Paris work 
will be relocated to these 
facilities, following a 
¿number of production lines 
moved in 1977. Some of the 
supervisory work force, 
including current plant 


Operations manager Bob 
aker, is also expected to 
llow. 

Was Wednesday’s an- 

ncement that unexpected 
re? 

~ Yes, and no. Plant closing 
rumors popped up like 
mushrooms every few 
months since the company 
shifts its major production 
thrust five years ago. 

Yet at the same time Paris 
plant managers—Jim 
Moyer, Nick Vrabel and Bob 
Eaker—showed remarkable 
ingenuity in finding ways to 
make the Paris operation 
productive and profitable for 
Zenith: 

The Paris plant became an 
important remanufacturing 
facility for older units, and 
specialized in production of 
out-of-date parts to keep 
older Zenith products alive 
and well. 

The plant also served as a 
“pilot run” plant for new 
products ultimately 
designed to go into 
production in regular 
assembly line facilities, and 
as a test site for other new 
products. 

Skills, training and ability 
of the work force continued 
to increase through 
education and experience. 


As recently as 15 months 
ago, Vrable and Eaker who 
was quality control manager 
at the time predicted the 
Paris plant had a long and 
viable future as Zenith tested 
and developed a variety of 
new consumer products, and 
“original manufacture” 
components for other in- 
dustries. 

Even then, however, 
corporate clouds were 
darkening and further 
economies were ordered. 
Zenith started to cut every 
expense except producing 
the consumer product. And 
the shadow finally fell over 
Paris. 


It’s small consolation, but 
Lou Scinto obviously felt as 
unhappy as the newest 
worker soon to be out of a 
job. 

The only consolation, he 
reminded the staff at Central 
Elections this week, is that 
he still holds the same faith 
in the community that he 
gained more than 20 years 
ago. It is a good community, 
with good workers, reliable 
and highly trained, with a 
good production facility. 

For another industry and 
another employer, it should 
be very attractive. 
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Zenith Starts Marketing’ 


The Zenith Corporation 
Thursday moved to actively 
seek a new owner—or 
tenant—for its Central 
Electronics facility in Paris. 

Zenith announced late 
Wednedsday that its own 
operation at the Paris plant 
would be phased out by the 
end of this year. The plant 
currently employees about 
600 men and women, and has 
had a peak employment of 
nearly 1,300 during its 22- 
year stay in Paris. 

Louis Scinto, Zenith’s 
Director of Components 
Operations in Mexico and the 
company executive who 
established and developed 
Central Electronics here 
originally, was back in Paris 
to break the news to current 
employees and -assist in 
“marketing” the plant. 

Scinto said Zenith has 
entered into a contract with 
Binswanger, Inc. of Chicago, 
an industrial brokerage 
firm, to locate a new 
operation for the plant. The 
94,000-square-foot modern 
manufacturing facility is 


available for either lease or 


purchase, the company 
indicated, and would be 
suitable for either elec- 
tronics manufacturing or 


any type of light fabricating 
and assembly operation. The 
plant facility is designed to 
be expandable to the north 
should a new operation 
require additional floor 
space. 

Present Central Elec- 
tronics operations manager 
Bob Eaker will remain at the 
plant through the phase-out 
period, Scinto indicated, but 
will also assume new 
responsibilities under the 
color television component 
production facilities cen- 
tered in northeastern 
Mexico. 

A portion of the current 
operations in Paris, the 16 to 
20 positions associated with 
remanufacturing of 


-replacement parts for older 


Zenith equipment, will 
relocate to one of the 
Chicago plants, Eaker said. 
The remaining production 
operations will be reassigned 
to other Zenith facilities, 
primarily the plants located 
just across the U. S. border 
in northeastern Mexico. 
Scinto and Eaker met with 
directors of PEDCO, the 
Paris economic development 
non-profit agency, Thursday 
morning to establish a line of 
communication between the 


Of Central Electronics. 


company and the com- 
munity. i 

The Illinois Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reported 
February unemployment at 
16.2 percent for Edgar 
County, even though more 
people were at work in non- 
agriculture industrial jobs 
than in January. Estimates 
for the Paris area showed 
8,589 employed and 1,650 
unemployed in February. A 
substantial amount of the 
Zenith work force still 
commutes from outside 
Edgar County, and thus the 
full loss of 600 jobs will not be 
reflected in future Edgar 
County statistics, but will 
contribute to Clark County 
and western Indiana figures. 


RECOGNIZED AS JUDGE 
Local Rosarian John S. 
Finley, 432 W. Crawford St., 
has been awarded a lifetime 
accredited judges badge by 
the judges’ committee of the 
American Rose Society. The 
award is based on an 
evaluation of the number of 
years of judging, during 
which time he served as 
judge at a number of 
national, state, regional and 
district shows as well as 
many local exhibits in the 
state. i 


THE FIRST AND FINAL managers of the Central Electronics manufacturing facility 
in Paris for Zenith meet in the plant office Thursday during discussion of details 
surrounding the closing of the plant scheduled by December. Lou Scinto, left. opened 
the plant in 1961 and served as its general manager for 15 years. Bob Eaker came to 
Paris four years ago as quality control manager and has been operations manager for 
the past year. Following the closing of the Paris operation he will continue to work 
with Scinto at the color television production operations in northeastern Mexico. 
(Beacon-News Photo) 


Paris’ 


mass an d - 


Das VILEN 
PARIS, il. — Six-hundred workers of Zenith 


Radio Corporation’s piant here received grim 
news Wednesday when they were told the 22- 
year-old plant would cease operations by the end 
of the year. 


.A company official attributed ‘‘severe in- 3 


dustry price competition conditions and a de- 
layed national economic recovery” as reasons 
for the closing. The official, who asked not to be 
identified, said employees were notified of the 
closing Wednesday afternoon. 


The plant, located on Route 133, west of Paris, 
is one of the largest employers in Edgar County. 
Besieged by the recession, the county has seen 
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its Bah A swell from 11. icant in 
January of 1982 to 16.1 percent this January. 
Five years ago, unemployment in Edgar County 
was 6.2 percent. 

“I hate to hear it,” said Paris Mayor Joe 
Pasero after the announced Zenith closing. He 
said the closing will “hurt Paris.” He added, 
however, that the city ‘‘will survive since a lot 
of people from out of town work there and they 
(the Zenith plant) don’t pay city taxes.” 


City Councilman Terry Sturgell said he’d been 
expecting the news for months. 


“It came as no surprise to me,” he said. “We 
(Sturgell and a former Paris mayor) went to 


h closing to cost 600 jobs 


Washington, D.C. and tried to get the govern- 
ment to change import laws to make it easier 
for Zenith to compete with foreign products.” 
In a press release, Senior Vice President 
Joseph P. Fiore, said unsatisfactory operating 
results required cost-cutting measures from the 


'Glenview-based company. 


“After an extensive study of the most. cost- 


* effective use of all of our facilities, including the 


Paris operation, we have reluctantly concluded 
that continued operation for the Paris plant is 
not economically feasible.” 

A spokesman said the company reported a 
$21.8, million ngt Jose. ined 7 ed to a 1981 


ad 
In his press release, Fiore siii company 
officials will “mount an aggressive program to 
attract a buyer or tenant for the plant with the 
kind of operations suited to the facility and the 
skills of the Paris workforce.” 

A spokesman said officials with the company 
have been “talking with several companies” but 
“could not disclose which. 

In addition, he said the company will be 
assisting employees during the transition period 
aoe Zenith’s Industrial Relations Depart- 
men 


